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FASTKRN RANGl IMTNSION FOR MOHETHlA
RVFICAUOA COURTESY (JF A CAT STOMACH
^fymoMf the Quetimlanii Aiii^euM 4^(2) 226. 20()0:~

[dk!ntiffcasm:dfmamma] ion n:mums Lrum prcduior pcliet^i

and scats has provided vfiltiablc infotmatioR an tbe
distribiitioits of manly spede^'S^fth O^^TVIdoTitSfled ^4
species of nfttive mammals thai Had iioi bc^ ptofiijiSsS

rccoi dcd in ihe Flinders Ranges ol'South Australia nbm
pctlei deposits foLUid in caves. Mure rcecntU . onalysis) iif

Larnixitrc sluk Wd ro J nunihk^t of signiricanl range extensions

oi* species ihai arc rare lu-.d or dilTicuIl la dcJietL using
coiivenlioiiaJ iaiinA cctuisittw icLhriitiucs (fbtri^XMDplC' MeoK
&. Triggs. K^^J? and iclvTcnecs within ).

Such Icchniqucb lvj\c' ruii been .r. successlul U>r repiiles.

wliich uMiaHv lawk ihc hurd bi»dv p^irw recpjirt'd Inr

ideniitlcarKMi IV-llowiogpassagc through (he guioraprcdalor.
Siomacii conicdi s of predators, however, oftcr a better chance

of idenutying reptile remains to species level. ProbablyIhe
beat known result from this type ol* sampling tvW ififl

redisvovm of the Adelaide oymty bliis-tm&p iWifm
adetatd,.'tim\ Irom the ittomacnw liT efii5ilam orcwn sniike

{Psciuiofiatu ^AmsOinlWfArmsiroiig&teld, 1:902). This

mw rcpiiris J vonsiderubic range extension for Motvthia
riif'icaudii n)ilo\ving ilic identitication oftbi^species fromthe
siurnjL h of a tcial cai iruin Dtamaminalak^sNsitona] Parte

in rar-wesleni Qiiecnslaml

1 he skink remains (hindbody. pelvic regiOnandtflll basej
were Ibirnd in tlie sloruaeh ol a male cat shot by the Park

Ranger during the da} al the Diamantina (iales (2V4^'S.
14 l''08't)onthc UihJune 1994, I he remains ucre tdenritK-d

on the conibinalion oTsi/e and colouration, parlieukiri) th*:

width, inlcnsily and position of the pale dorsolaieral stripes,

piamwt^ Kfver'cut^attlie Diamantfni QfeocfS'Vftryiiftlinar

Ih cbepr^ffewed hahiiai afM rtffkuudit describedby Ctiggft#

\mi).
Cogger (1992) lists the disiribuiion ul AI ru/tcamlo as the

continenl, Irum \\ c -^I 1 1| the

Noftbcrlt Tcrritoiy. Queensland Itorder exiendui- \>- the

Western Australian coast and north tollic Morihcrri l en uon
eoasl. More recentU. A/ ruhtuiiiiu was recorded in ihe

spinileA duncllelds ol ihe nnrihern Simpson Dcs.-t i i ?^v4ri'S.

1_'1.X'^2KT* ) iti western i,»ueensland (t3ownc\ Dickinan.

and I'roni I awn Hill National Park in far imrihwcMern
Queeniiturid (I8"35',S. l.>K^35Ti (McKas Ckirkc. 1999).

No voucher specimens were eollccieti tVoin these sites. A

1im$dUM&tra^ dt^e Riverstefgh n>siril sim fTSknvwutheast
oI* laiwn Hill "National Park) in Mj> 1*^87 (T. Couper. pers.

comm.), A voucher -Specimen otihis species Irom Riversleigh
(20kni nonhwesi o\ the honiesteadj was coUQGlpd in
1 989. but ha.s only recentlybi4ui'U«^ge|fwt!lh^ti1)fiaeD&^
museum (OH J7I441).

Mclariand < 1 "-J^-iH
) Tailed to uncoverany further records ot*

this species in an extensive review of hTstcffical inlormaiioii

on the fduna ol" the Channel Counir\ bUiregion of
suu^eslem Queensland. Ouf record extends the toiown
7ang& o£this^l(^>e» by apptioxtmatftlv 2701cm iti:atr

rthesol^ea^4^m1]|pLawIin] National Park obsiervgtiQnt

A T^kfr Of cat diBts by Dickman (1996) tbundt^st
repiilesWW relatively iximilton diejat> items during slimmer
especially indrierareas.CatstGodtoprcy mostly on noeiumat
species and dragons, w hich reflects their nocturnal hunting
habits, i hme\ er, undci tlu- tin- enndilions cxpcnenced in the

Diamantina re\:;i(Mi durini:; l'-'^4. cats were eommonh seen

huniiny on mild a\ uiier da\ l"hij t) pe ul behax iour wa> not

ohsen ed in the sub^equenl > ears ot the suid> w hen conditions

improved and staple prev ripeeits more abundant (R.

Palnriertp*5r$. obs).Thu>j, it is noi surprising that cat ,slumaclis

•99il?ctipd during ]:994 contiun«d a large number af dmmal
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